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Looking Back … Looking Forward

September 1 marked the one 
year anniversary of our move to 
920 Cherry Street. It has been 
a memorable year and we are 
deeply grateful for our beautiful 
work environment. Were it not 
for our spacious lobby and our 
multiple conference rooms, we 
would not have been able to serve 
545 families in foreclosure last 
year or interview 281 families 
for housing choice vouchers in 
addition to all our classes. We 
can accommodate an education class, a large civic group meeting, 
a department committee meeting, a volunteer group presentation, 
a house closing and several counseling sessions simultaneously 
in our new facility without infringing on the effective work space 
of any employees. In addition to our monthly staff luncheons and 
“annibirthary” (staff birthdays and anniversaries for the month) 
coffee hours, the building has provided space for 2 weddings and 
12 receptions, 12 civic or community rentals and multiple church 
meetings. Beyond our program participants, more than 4,000 
people have come through our doors. We are humbled by the 
community support that has made this possible.

This fiscal year (June 1, 2008 – May 31, 2009) we are 
celebrating three significant milestones: 35 years of ministry in 
Grand Rapids, the completion of our 500th unit of housing, and the 
100th birthday of our building. Plans are being made for events to 
recognize these milestones. Watch your mail and our website for 

updates in the weeks and months 
to come.

Looking back we marvel at the 
way God has blessed the growth 
of ICCF from a small group of 
church volunteers to a fulltime 
staff of 35 in addition to several 
hundred volunteers annually. Our 
quest for space from an office 
at Baxter Community Center 
to an empty firehouse at 816 
Madison and a warehouse at 515 
Jefferson to the historic building 

at 920 Cherry SE illustrates our increasing capacity for meeting 
the growing and changing housing needs in our community. The 
agency that began simply with house repairs now offers a full 
spectrum of opportunities from emergency shelter and affordable 
rental housing to home ownership paired with a full education 
program and financial management counseling. Families served 
have grown from 50 to over 2500 annually.

Looking forward we marvel at the new opportunities ICCF 
has. We have partnered with Dwelling Place toward the goal of 
acquiring and rehabilitating the seriously troubled 133 unit rental 
development known as the Madison Square Housing Co-Op. Built 
in 1983, the development which is located in the Grand Rapids 
neighborhood around Madison and Hall consists of one 60-unit 
senior building and 73 town homes on scattered sites. One of the 
most formidable housing challenges in the Grand Rapids area is to 
find affordable rental housing. ICCF continued on page 3
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LATE BREAKING NEWS
 

On October 6 ICCF heard that our funding from the 
federal Housing and Urban Development office for 

Comprehensive Housing Counseling will be reduced to 
$30,000 this year.  Last year we received $67,000.  We 

had submitted a request for $122,000 in hopes of covering 
more of our foreclosure counseling costs.  This will lead 
to some challenging and difficult decisions regarding our 

level of services to this community.
Please pray for us.



On these pages last spring I shared 
with you my concern for the thousands 
of families who are losing their houses 
to foreclosure. But the matter has now 
mushroomed to proportions not seen in 
nearly 90 years. Indiscriminate mortgage 
lending policies have ultimately resulted 
in a truly alarming economic crisis. 
My concern is for the people of our 

community, our state and our nation who are being affected by 
this broadening crisis. Whether it means the loss of a job, the 
unavailability of health care or a host of other difficulties that are 
resulting from this crisis, there is plenty of reason for concern and 
worry for our neighbor and for us.

The Wall Street Journal headline this morning says it all: 
“Worst Crisis Since 30s, With No End Yet in Sight.” Whatever 
its duration, there must be a strong and creative response from 
Christians who can serve these, our newly needy neighbors. But I 
have another question: Beyond service to our neighbor, what does 
the Lord say about how we are to approach this matter? 

God has nothing but love and grace for us his people. He 
promises over and over again to provide for us. In the context of 
captivity in Egypt God told his people he would deliver them, and 

“I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God.” Again 
in the context of political oppression, we read of that covenant. 
Jeremiah was skeptical about buying land from his cousin because 
God’s people and the city of Jerusalem were about to be taken 
captive. After acknowledging his anger at them, God declares 
that there is nothing too hard for him and that in due time he will 

Jonathan Bradford
CEO

and Dwelling Place have pledged to vastly improve the quality of 
the Madison Square Co-Op and keep it reserved for low income 
residents.

We also look forward to the creation of an exciting new mixed 
use urban community as the Wealthy-Jefferson Development 
Initiative comes closer to realization. Under the plan sparked 
by ICCF over the last eight years the area bounded by Division, 
Wealthy, Lafayette and Franklin will be revitalized with a mix of 
housing, retail and office buildings.

Generous terms provided by ICCF friends have enabled us to 
acquire key properties. Architectural and land use guidelines de-
veloped with area residents and the City of Grand Rapids will en-
sure an appropriate mix of well designed buildings and pedestrian 
sensitive design. Various traffic calming measures such as two 
roundabouts and on-street parking will make the area more walk-
able and safe. Initial construction activity will begin late next year.
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Mission of ICCF

In response to God’s call 
to justice, the Inner City 
Christian Federation provides 
housing opportunities and 
services that encourage family 
responsibility and independence, 
thereby helping to build stable 
communities.

ICCF Board of Directors

Ronald Calsbeek, President
Greenwich Management Services

Jeff Clark, Vice President and 
 Treasurer (temporary position)
Gordon Food Service (retired)

Mary Angelou
President, Roosevelt Park 
Neighborhood Assoc. 

Ben Fowler
Partner; McShane and Bowie PLC

Simona Goi
Political Science Professor,  
Calvin College

Brad Haverkamp,  
Senior Vice President,  
JP Morgan Chase Bank

Peter Homeyer
Land Conservancy of  
West Michigan 

Colin Kraay
Grubb & Ellis Paramount 
Commerce

Adam Lipscomb, Board Secretary
Pastor, City Life Church

Regina Moore 
President, Accurate  
Accounting LLC

Julie Westra
Dickinson Wright, PLLC

Colin Kraay joined the ICCF Board of Directors in September. He became interested in ICCF 
during the time his firm worked closely with us on the 920 Cherry Street restoration project. He would 
like to assist ICCF find more opportunities to impact the community, and to grow 
our record on sustainable and justice-filled housing assistance. Kraay graduated 
from Calvin College with a BA and is Vice President of Grubb & Ellis/Paramount 
Commerce. He is married to Sarah and they have a son Henry. While studying 
abroad, he met Sarah in London. Travel is a favorite activity and he has a true love for 
everything outdoors. He shares, “I’ve had the wonderful opportunity to spend time 
living in Korea and England.”

Julie Westra joined the ICCF Board of Directors in September 2008. She first 
learned about ICCF through her church when she and her husband helped build a shed 
for an ICCF house near their neighborhood. “I remember thinking what an amazing 
job ICCF had done on the construction of the house. So when I was first approached 
about Board membership, I was already very impressed with the work I had seen by 
ICCF in the community.” She hopes that ICCF increases its visibility as a leader in the 
development of well constructed, affordable housing and looks forward to seeing how 
ICCF houses and families shape the communities in Grand Rapids.

Julie graduated the University of Houston with a B.A. in History, 2002 and received her J.D., from 
the University of Iowa 2006. She is employed with Dickinson Wright PLLC, as an Associate Attorney. 
Family at this point includes husband Joel and two dogs named Mather and Mischa (M&M). Since May 
2007 when she and Joel purchased their first home in Eastown, she has become immersed in DIY (Do It 
Yourself) home projects and has fallen in love with the architectural aspects of the Arts and Crafts era. 
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People often ask how the economy 
is affecting Providence. Certainly it has 
slowed down the volume of business. 
We anticipate increased business with 
our upcoming FHA licensure. But a 
snapshot of our business in August is 
encouraging. We closed twelve loans 
of which ten were MSHDA (Michigan 
State Housing Development Authority) 
loans. Remarkably, we can give credit to 
two-thirds of the business in August to 
ICCF staff and their relationships. All 
this goes to show how effective personal 
recommendations are. We urge our 
readers to pass along the good word on 
Providence Home Mortgage’s efficient and 
friendly services.

Providence Home Mortgage Update
Stacey and Danell




